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Bill 11, (2013),CD1 Relating To ExecutiveOperating Budget and Program for
theFiscalYear July 1, 2013to June 30, 2014.

Testimony ofLoretta J. Fuddy, A.C.S.W., M.P.H.
Director ofHealth

April 17, 2013

1 Department’sPosition: The DepartmentofHealth(DOH) stronglysupportsthe line items in

2 AmendmentList 16 (p. 39)ofBill 11, (2013),CD1 under“RecreationalServices”in theamount

3 $90,000for staffingand$10,000for EBT terminalinstallationandmaintenance.

4 Fiscal Implications: N/A

5 Purposeand Justification: TheDepartmentofHealthstronglysupportsResolution13-1 andfunding

6 in Bill 11, (2013),CD1 to supportstaffingandterminalsto provideaccessto SNAPElectronicBenefit

7 Transfer(EBT) benefitsat the City andCountyPeople’sOpenMarket (“POM”) sites. Thebudgetline

8 itemsunder“RecreationalServices”in AmendmentList 16 (p. 39) in theamountof$90,000for staffing

9 and$10,000for EBT terminalsarenecessaryandfully justifiedfor theestablishmentofEBT access.

10 Currently,thereare62 farmersmarketsin theCity and CountyofHonolulu. 25 ofthosemarkets

11 areoperatedby theCity andCountyPOM program. In theentirecounty,only 6 marketsprovideEBT

12 terminalaccess,ofwhich POMmarketcomprisesonly one(1). Currently,theEBT terminalaccessat

13 thatonePOM existsonly becausethelocal communityhealthcenterin the communityvoluntarily

14 steppedforwardto takeresponsibilityforprovidingEBT accessfortheircommunity.

15 EBT POSterminalsarethemeansby whichrecipientsoftheSupplementalNutrition Assistance

16 Program(“SNAP”) (formerly calledFoodStampProgram)accessthebenefitsallotted to themby the
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1 Hawaii’s low-incomepopulationhasthehighestlevelsofdiet-relatedchronicdiseasesandthe

2 lowestlevelsoffruit andvegetableconsumptionin theState. Additionally, low-incomepopulations

3 havebeendocumentedto havelessaccessto freshfruits andvegetables.

4 Further,the Departmentis supportiveoftheoriginal intentof atthePOMprogramto providethe

5 public, especiallythosewith lessincome,opportunityto:

6 1. Purchasefreshagriculturalandaquacultureproductsandotherfooditemsat lowercost,

7 2. Supporttheeconomicviability of diversifiedagricultureby providingmarketsitesfor

8 local farmersandvendors,and

9 3. Createfocalpointsfor neighborsto cometogetherandencouragehealthyliving.

10 This resolutionwould restorethe intentoftheprogramto provideaccessto affordablefreshfruits and

11 vegetablesin Oahuneighborhoods.

12

13 Thankyou fortheopportunityto providetestimony.
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